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Are You really Him? 
Was I wrong? 
Are You just a man? 

That is what John the Baptist is asking Jesus in this morning’s 

Gospel. 

Are You really Him? 
Was I wrong? 
Are You just a man? 

Seeing how every one of us, not just occasionally but 

perhaps more appropriately is constantly being test, tried, and 

experiencing crises of faith of one kind or another, this is our 

patron gospel passage. It’s an all-time go to in the Gospels. 

 To understand what’s happening here, we need to know 

three things: 

1. What is John’s problem? 

2. What is Jesus’ answer? 

3. How does this connect with you and me, practically, on a 
daily basis? 
 

First. John’s problem. To understand John’s problem, we need 

to understand: 

✓ who he is,  
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✓ where he is,  

✓ and what’s the big deal? 

Who is John the Baptist? He is Jesus’ cousin. He is the 

last of the prophets. He is the forerunner of the Messiah. He is, 

per Jesus’ words, “the holiest man ever born of woman.” He is 

the one blest to say, “There He is. Behold the Lamb of God!” 

 Where is he? He is in prison. He’s been there for the last 

seven chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. Prison is not like Trenton 

State Prison. It’s a Middle Eastern prison, a first century Middle 

Eastern prison. It’s a hole dug deep in the ground. 

✓ No light.  

✓ Little air.  

✓ Little food. 

✓ No sanitation. 

John is chained there because he challenged Herod the King 

who abuses his power and authority, because John dared to 

tell Herod his marriage to his brother’s wife was adultery. So 

Herod: 

✓ arrests him,  

✓ imprisons him  

✓ and is about to be beheaded.  

He is rotting. So what’s his problem? 
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John has two problems. First, his cousin is doing nothing to 

help him. You’d think he’d at least come and knock on Herod’s 

door. 

✓ No knock, 

✓ No letter campaign, 

✓ No hunger strike, 

✓ Nothing. 

More importantly for John, not only is he not doing anything to 

help John, He’s doing none of the things John thought Jesus 

was going to do. Let’s go back to last Sunday’s gospel. John at 

the Jordan is preaching and out comes the leaders of the 

Jews, and John says, “You! What are you doing here? You 

brood of vipers? You think you can just waltz in here and 

repent? Don’t you know the One who is coming after me has 

an axe in His hand and He’s about to wield it on you? Yet for 

eight chapters since proclamation, there has been no axe. The 

eight chapters tell us of Jesus’: 

✓ feelings,  

✓ teaching,  

✓ mercy 

✓ and the call to repentance. 
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So what provokes John to ask the questions. When John 

heard of the works of Jesus, he sends his disciples to the Lord 

to ask a question. Better put, when John heard what Jesus 

wasn’t doing, he sends his disciples. 

Are you really him? 
Was I wrong? 
Are you just a man? 

So: 

✓ confused,  

✓ challenged,  

✓ dying,  

✓ bewildered,  

✓ discouraged John 

sends his disciples with these questions. 

Jesus’ answer is what I am doing was told of him for centuries 

by the prophets. What’s Jesus doing? He’s quoting Isaiah. But 

he’s not just quoting Isaiah. He’s doing Isaiah. 

✓ The blind are seeing. 

✓ The lame are walking. 

✓ The deaf are hearing. 

✓ The dead are being raised to life. 

✓ And the poor are having the gospel proclaimed to them. 
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And because John knows the scriptures, John comes to 

understand that he was wrong and was misunderstanding what 

Jesus would come to do, or what the Messiah would come to 

do. So his faith grows, peace comes, and he dies at rest. 

 So that have to do with you and me? 

First, the scriptures are telling us over and again to ask 

questions. The scriptures are encouraging us over and again 

to doubt. Some of us come from a generation when we were 

taught not to doubt. Don’t question God. That’s absurd. 

We ask questions. Why? Because we want to know. We 

want to learn. It’s how we learn. No good teacher is going to 

shun a student’s questions. How is it we are encouraged to ask 

questions on everything about life, except for what life is all 

about? 

 We must ask questions. To doubt is not the opposite of 

faith. Unbelief is the opposite of faith. Refusal to believe is the 

opposite of faith. So the scriptures encourage us to question. 

There are too many examples. 

Let’s to go Mary. Gabriel tells her she is to become the 

Mother of God and what does she do? She asks a question. 

How? How am I going to have a child? 
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 So we are encouraged. But when we ask questions we 

need to keep a few things in mind. First, when we have 

questions, the first person we are supposed to go to is Jesus. 

 That’s what John does. John is: 

✓ confused,  

✓ bewildered,  

✓ discouraged,  

✓ perhaps despairing 

✓ and so He goes to Jesus. 

So can you and I. We can and that is prayer. Go the Adoration 

Chapel and ask Him questions. 

 When, not if, but when we are: 

✓ confused,  

✓ bewildered,  

✓ discouraged,  

✓ perhaps despairing, 

the first person to Whom we should go is Jesus. And when we 

do, we pound. We pound on His Heart and say, “Lord, I do not 

understand. Help me.” 

 The second place we go is to scripture. John understands 

Jesus’ answer because John understands the scriptures. But 

most of us don’t. We don’t know the word of God. We don’t 
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know the Bible. If we don’t know the word of God, we’ll make 

up two things. We’ll make up who we think God is and that 

won’t be God. Second, we’ll make up what we think He 

promised us, and it won’t be what He promised us. So for 

example, most of us think that as long as we give ourselves to 

Him, He will protect us from all harm. I’m sure I heard that 

somewhere. It’s gotta be in here . . . It’s not in here.  In fact, He 

says the opposite. 

Third, when we have questions, go to wise people. If I’m 

sick, I don’t call a CPA. I call a doctor. You go to people who 

know what they’re talking about. So we have to do with the 

word of God, with faith, with life. We go to a wise person. We 

usually go to someone who is older and who has suffered 

greatly and has emerged on the other side with a deeper faith. 

 This time of year, we question How could God become a 

Man, not just a Man but a helpless Baby? Why didn’t he come 

as a king or a mighty soldier? The older and wiser answer is 

because love does things like that. 

 And that makes sense. 

 Fourth, and this is especially directed at my younger 

brothers and sisters, when we ask questions, ask them 

honestly. There is a difference between an honest doubt and a 
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dishonest doubt. There are two kinds of doubts: honest and 

dishonest. Dishonest doubts are both proud and cowardly. 

They show disdain and laziness. A dishonest doubt says what 

a crazy idea and then just walk away. Or that’s impossible, or 

more contemporaneously, that’s stupid. That’s not an 

argument, but an assertion, a way of getting out of the hard 

work of thinking. 

 By contrast, honest doubts are humble because they lead 

us to ask questions, and not just put up a wall. When you ask a 

real question, it makes you somewhat vulnerable. John the 

Baptist’s question, Mary’s question, actually ask for 

information, lead them open to the possibility of a good answer 

that could cause them to shift their views. Honest doubts are 

open to belief. If you are honestly asking for information and 

good arguments, you might just get some.  

  


